44 THE MORALITY OF RADICAL ECONOMICS

«ivil, and democratic ri ghts of belief, expression, assembly, movement,
person and. family, law and judlcmi process, vating, and so on, such a
constitution would establish: “Socialist Property rights,” cstabhshmg
an uittmatc democratic collective, }unsdlctmn over social choicesin the
economy; “sodalist free speech rights,” cstabhshmg democratic: con--
trol and ownership of media with strong guaranties for, and support
;of minority and dxsscntmg view points; “socialist free and fair election
rights,” setting up publ:c financing for all elections to public office; with
astrict proh;bltion on private (domestic or foreign) funding of clecnon
actvities; “socialist nghts to equal economic-and social opportunity,”
which would include work, health care, child care ‘elder care, hous- :
mg, and other basic, human nghts. alreadv‘-‘iargciv provided‘in o5

“socidlist nghts 1o an mdcpcndcni: and non-commercial cultuml cnv:-_
ronment,” which would establish pnnczples fordemocratic control and
use of culture: , including democratically elected and polmcaﬁv mdcpcn—
dent commissions of artists and nonartists to provide grants, and allo-
cate mcdm EXposure, public venues, and space, for cultural PdeLlCtiOﬂ’
and a “socialist right to sustainable and life supporting natural enviromn--
ment,” which would establish pnnmples for communal environmentdl
protection and stewardship (Bmman 1997)

‘Though one may obviously quibble with- the details of this particu-
laroutline, the basic pnnaplc of such a constitution would be to take
away the blanket right to individual owsiership of largc—smlc, and essen-
tially social, property enshrined in liberal democratic constitutions and to
'estfibhsh nghts to positive !zbertze.r such as health care, t:ducatlon houslng,
social services for the: oung,
_)uitlmate right to democfaﬁk: nir:dm culturc._, and enwronmcnt

Designing and structuring cconomies and societies to produce greater
human wcﬁ~bemg can and should be based on evidence and reasoned
evaluation of best pmctu:cs and this must be the basis of any meamngful
‘economic (and social) science. Andient religious or phllosophlcal ideologi-
¢al taboos for and against undcrhrmg sacred ord prior princples of moral-
ity are neither necessary nor useful in this kind ‘of scientific evaliation of
sustainable nurturing g of hunian w ell-being.

MoraniTy aND Economics.
The moral issues that ate, or should be, the major concerns of economics
are particularly easy to measure and assess. Though all major ethical and.
religious traditions view hielping the poor and destitute as good, there is
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